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Presdent Vina G. Mauss served long and well. His release to return home camein
October 1953. His replacement was Hilton A. Robertson, who had recently been released
as president of the Chinese Mission, which had been terminated afew months before in
Cdifornia. Robertson and his wife Hazel had dso served previoudy in Jgpan, where he
closed the early mission, and in Hawaii, where he organized and presided over the
Japanese-Centrd Pecific Mission from 1937 to 1940.

When President David O. McKay set Hilton A. Robertson apart as mission president, he
gave him unusualy broad authority. He was to preside not only over the Japanese
Mission but aso the Chinese Mission. "Yoursis now adiginct respongbility, a mighty
one, in holding the Presdency of the Missionsin the Orient, in Asa. . . ," sad Presdent
McKay. Hetold him to "organize these missons' and to "expand in excdlency, in
permanency.” He specificaly told President Robertson to take care of the little group of
Chinese Saintsin Hong Kong (Hilton A. Robertson, Daily Dairy, Japanese Misson 1954-
1955, 3).

When President Robertson arrived in Japan, he found the demands of the misson and the
servicemen's organization to be very time-consuming. In fact, he hardly had time to think
about Chinaor other areas such as Korea, Okinawa, the Philippines, and Guam. But
Church leadersin Sdt Lake City, particularly Presdent McKay, had alarger vison of the
world and the missonary responghility of the Church. In the summer of 1954, Presdent
McKay sent Elder Harold B. Lee of the Council of the Twelve Apostles to Japan and
Asato survey the progress of the misson and to study the possibilities for growth. Elder
and Sigter Lee arrived in Jgpan on August 20. During their stay they vigted dl five
mission digtricts and the servicemen's digtricts. When Elder Lee reported histrip to Asa
at Generd Conference aweek after he returned to Salt Lake City, he told the Church,
"The dgnsof divinity arein the Far Eagt. The work of the Almighty isincreesng with a
tremendous surge.” (30) During histravelsin East AsaElder Lee met with 1,563 LDS
servicemen and service women.

Elder Lee was obvioudy impressed with the missonary possibilities he saw. Only ayear
later, undoubtedly as aresult of Elder Leg's recommendetions, President Joseph Fielding
Smith, then President of the Council of the Twelve, visted ASa, made some significant
changes in mission organization, and dedicated severd new lands for the preaching of the
restored gospe. President and Sister Smith arrived in Tokyo on July 25, 1955. Two days
later President Smith met with the missionaries and service people a Karuizawa. He
there proposed that the mission, which had sometimes been cdled the Far East Mission
but was generdly known as the Japanese Misson, should be divided into two missions.
Japan, Korea, and Okinawa were renamed the Northern Far East Mission. Hong Kong,
Tawan, the Philippines, and Guam were named the Southern Far East Mission (Joseph
Fielding Smith, "Report From the Far East Missons, " _Improvement Era, Dec 1955,
917).



President Robertson's missionaries, however, did not convert many Japanese. The
principa reason was the tremendous turnover in missonaries. Most of the loca Japanese
missionaries completed their terms during 1954 and early 1955, and President Robertson
did not see the need to replace them with more local missionaries. Had he done so, he
could have largely iminated the other part of the problem, that of having too many
missionaries who did not spesk Japanese well enough to be effective.

President Robertson's |leadership was important in three other areas. He supported and
helped Sato Tatsui with his retrandation of the Book of Mormon —- a project which Sato
began while President Clissold was ill in Japan —- and with his trandations of the
Doctrine and Covenants and the Pearl of Great Price, which he worked on concurrently
with the Book of Mormon.

Another contribution was in the acquisition of property. President Robertson purchased
for the Church at least three homes that doubled as chapels and living quarters for
missionaries. He noted that wherever the Church had buildings the work was "gregtly
facilitated” (MFSR, Japanese Misson, 1954, LDS Church Archives).

Findly, President Robertson did much to strengthen the auxiliaries: MIA, which had been
held throughout the mission since the early months, Sunday Schools, which had been
started early, even before sacrament meetings in most instances, and Rdlief Societies,
which had been organized during Mausss time. Primaries had their beginning under
Robertson's direction in 1954.

President Robertson's hedlth began to fail during 1955. He mentioned his hedlth
problems, particularly trouble with hisvison, to President Smith. He undoubtedly aso
mentioned hislong years of servicein the misson field. In late October, only aday or
two after Robertson had it confirmed that he had cataracts in both eyes, he and his wife
received their letter of release.



